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The plant offerings from the necropolis ofMedmabetween the 5th and 4th
centuries B.C.: the archaeobotany and th&agna Graeciafunerary cults.

Alessandra Francesconi

Abstract

The grave offerings and the traces of ritual actions should prove a valuable source for
speculation about views on death in antiquity. In the Classical necropolis of Medma

the main featur es o-eligpusbhelievds abog deatldagfier e f | ec t
death not completely explained yet. In this research suggestionsdsriud fromthe
analysis of the vegetal charred offers dis
stones, grapes, almond and, pheraphs, nuts laid inside the tombs, in sesspdeary

cremations, or in isolated cases above them. Their presence also in religious contexts

like sanctuaries suggests ritual and votive actions more than luxury demonstrating,
conclusion drawn from the analysis of the terracotta offers too. In Gradkion the

fruits considered are related to the meanings of civilisation, prosperity, wealth and

nature renovation and for this holy to nether deities associated to burial rituals.

Introduction

In the past, the ancient necropolegpresented an important source of information
especially for the social aspects and the analysis of the economical, ethnic and,
sometimes, even biological differences which could arise from the study of a certain
number of human burials. In fact, the evéls and the shape of the tomb, the grave
goods and al s o ,ihthedoublewkrgidnef inhumatiantanderanhation,
are interpreted as social manifestations and ethnic and cultural belonging to certain
human groups.

From this point of vie, in the framework of theurrent researcghhe organic
vegetable remains which can be found in the funeral contexts generally little
importance and, where presgradre often interpreted according to the parameters just
mentioned or, rather, notonsidered in the overall analysis of the burimgact, it is
often underestimatetthat the necropoleis preserve above all the traces of the ritual and
the cultual actions, desired by thewrounity that the deceased people belongeuhtb
expression o$hared spiritual valugirough which the communigesiredo represent
itself and leave a memory of what it whais. Greek antiquity, then, death was not only
an event, but a process that required timedetdicated actions by the living order

1 ORTALLI 2011, pp. 199200.

2 The difficulty of research and the fragility of the archaeobotanical remains are factors that alone explain
their lack of consideration, but also the need for a meticulous and careful analysis of the burial ground,
as well as the presence in many cases @éam of specialists who orient the field reseaan
archeometrical analysis or mieexcavation actions at a later stage. On the rarity of such studies in the
Classical Age context: MEGALOUDI, PAPADOPULOS, SGOUROU 2007, p. 940. On research
methods: VAN DER VEEN 2018, p. 72, ZEGINATTERNE 2008, pp. 27274. On the difficulty of
reconstructing funerary practices: FRISONE 2008, pp-1148

3In the case of dried figs, for example, this interpretation contrasts with the ancient literary evidence for
which they were a symbol of misery or cheapness, NAVA, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007, ppl14.3

4 KURTZ, BOARDMAN 1971, pp. 20217.
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to befully accomplished.From this point of view, the elements in contrast or not in

line with the meanings connected to the sex, the class and the age of the buried people,
acquire a specific meaning concerning the ancient ideas of the death and the
underworld

The remarkable presence in the burialdefto di Nolioof Medmaof some
organic carpological offers perfectly preserved and of some grave goods which, in the
majority, are homogeneous and not luxurious, offered a privileged and unusualf point
view on the theme, allowing to-evaluatehe sphere of rituality in the Magna Graecia
funerary archeology.

The method has given particular emphasis to the study of the carpological
remains, hitherto unpublish&dthe archaeobotany, in fact, offeresh important
contribution, as it will be later demonstrated, to theaastruction of the ritual and
cultural gestures/beliefs which are only slightly testified by the funerary cohtests
possible to determine the burial procedure and the originaditton of the plant
remains through the evaluation of the chemptaJsical conditions of the context and
the processes of transformation of the organic matter. Se¢cahalas possible to
provide information about the treatment of the badyhe graveofferings and, finally,
to specify the value of these remains according with the class, sex, symbolic, but, above
all, worship and ritual meaning¥he real purpose of archaeobotany, in fact, is to
contribute to the knowledge of mutual huraant interations and to understand the
role of those in the past in the construction of cultural, ethnic and religious identities.
The selection of food used for funeral offerings, therefore, provides further suggestions
in the reconstruction of cultural and cultehbices, as well as funeral ritudls.

The results achieved are difficult to be compared to the studies conducted on the
main necropolis of Magna Graecia and Sidigcause of the lack of hypothesisd
because of the different methodology impleme#tddwever, they allowed to evaluate
the efficiency of some analytical parameters, different from the ones which have been
considered until now.

The necropolis and the burials

The areaof the ancientMedma a Locrian colony since the last decades of the 6th
centuryB.CS is int he ¢ WPiamaainRosariio , a wide and fertil

5 In Attica the period of "transition” lasted thirty days, in accordance with the biological processes of
decomposition, and was nkad by temporally defined rites: GARLAND 1985, pp. 13;438118,

KURTZ, BOARDMAN 1971, p. 330. Proof of the existence of codified rituals, are the fragments of laws

and regulations of the Classical Age regarding funeral ceremonies and rites at the WRYZ,K

BOARDMAN 1971, pp. 20€202.

6A speci aArthae@eocgiddalri al Office of Redagmgdof €mal abr i
the analysis of the findiMegsiRaad at tM® r Aroovleaeoll oguiaoal t
for her suggestions and bibliography advice Dr. Cl ¢
framewor k of one ofalhseor tchoaunrks efPsr.ooffl. twWiel @ tv@n idWeerroszi ztiy
d'" Annunzi ePegtfacChitehe opportunity Oho mpubbdsh ZEBHSs
MATTERNE 2008, p. 270.

7 VAN DER VEEN 2018, pp. 5&%9. 7374.

8 On the difficulties of constructing a single methof investigationeadem p.7072.

9 The dating is connected to the most ancient known epigrapbard aboutMedma which is the
inscriptononthese al | ed AOl ympi an Shiel do, a spoil of war t
votive offer at the Olympian Sanctuary bypponion, Medmand Locrian people at the end of the 6th

century B.C.; the episode is connecteditwar led byocri probably some years before and supported

by the towns oHipponione Medma, which sexisted at that time and were under the influence of Locri.
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characterized by the presence of the riMésimaand by several terracekping down
the coast, mong whichthe hill of Rosarng the ancient greek settlement, stands'out

More or less one kilometer Southern from Medmaslope,still stand some
low sandy hills(Picturel), separated from the slope by a depression of more or less
800 meters; a | [CallattoréiVena 'l Here there are several water springs which were
probably already known in the ancient tmeContr ade Zi ppone, Test
Fonte Pomarcand Ceramidig.'? On the slopes and on these hills, for the first time
sincePaoloOrsd6 s excavations i n 1Petteldi MohoHilt,ihe Nor t h
was identified a big necropolis Glassicage dating back from the end of the 6th to the
half of the 4th century8.C.'3 the surveys carried out, from the excavation by Paolo
Enrico Arias in 1939 ilNolio-Carrozzo(ContradeZippone, Cardito e Carditel)é* to
the ones progressively carried out by the Calabria Superintendence of Cultural Heritage
in the years 1982007 ContradeCar r ozz o, Zi ppone, ,Rettacccari, T
di Nolio)'5, identifiedabout700 burials dating back from the end of tieté the half

About this topic: MADDOLI 1996, pp. 19202, PAOLETTI 1996, p.91, LOMBARDO 1989, p.429,
MAGGIANI-SETTIS 1972, p. 65, SETTIS 1965, p.11Bhe dating, then, is coherent with the
archaeological remains concernitige end (in the 6th Century B.C.) of the indigenous necropolis of

Torre Galli and with the discovery in the foundations of a worship buildinyleédma( Pian delle

Vigned) of pottery dating back t @afiéethe clopigdupsmaidng of t h.
Corinthian potteries)About these topics: LATTANZI 2003, p. 72BOMBARDO 1989, p. 424 nota 30,

PAOLETTI 1981b, p.147. For the reconstructimhMedma &istory cfr. PAOLETTI 2011, pp.-b1,

PAOLETTI 1996, pp.992, LOMBARDO 1989, pp. 419462, PAOLETTI 1981b, pp.14550,

SOLANO 1973, pp. 10109, MAGGIANI-SETTIS 1972pp.2981, MOLTRASIO 1973, pp. 17489,

SETTIS 1965, pp.11141.

10 For the gedopographical aspects concerning the land and the ancient town: FRANCESCONI 2018,

pp. 6677, PAOLETTI 2011, pp. 61, PAOLETTI 1996, pp.992, SCHMIEDT 1981, pp. 236,

SABBIONE 1981, pp. 93119, PAOLETTI 1981b, pp. 14550, CYGELMAN 1981, pp. 12144,

CANTARELLI 1975, pp. 3154, VERZI BORGESE 1971, pp. 48R0, SETTIS 1965, pp.11141,

ORSI 1928, pp.361.

11 CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018, p. 40.

12 Some ancient literary sources like Hecataeus of Miletus (Hecat. FGrHist. 1 F 81 = F90 Nenci, apd.

Steph. Byz.) an@trabo (STRAB. VI 256 C.= 1,5) associate the name of the town to a homonymous

spring and to a nymph. The importance attributed to this elebyethe ancient sources let us suppose

the existence of a characteristic and dominating element of the ancient landscape: we can imagine it was
fertile, rich in woods and water. SETTIS 1965, pp.-112, 127128. Till the half of the lastentury,it

wassur e the presence of severRobarnéghfid dRidnaeinMVignés pri ngs,
and in the marshland Tastaddodl iad | Ad @Reto ditNDlio mCeht ur vy,
Hill. VERZI BORGESE 1971, pp. 41414. For the raanstruction of the ancient landscape: SCHMIEDT

1981, pp.2336, PAOLETTI 1981 b, p. 145 e nota 7, CANTARELLI 1975, pp42] ORSI 1928, p.53,

ORSI 1913 a, pp.556.

13 The presence of several springs and the existence of a marshland characterized thpe lamdsica

had very specific geographical aspects and which was very different from the actual one, wilder and more

in line with the presence of the most i mportant t ov
since the 5th century B.C. also imetcloseHipponionand testified by the presence of several carved
funerary foils in bronze, describe the soul bés after

water which implicitly suggests a connection with the ancient geomorphdla@hiaeacteristics of the

Petto di Nolionecropolis area. About the links with the Orphic doctrines: PUGLIESE CARRATELLI
2001, VERZI BORGESE 1971, pp. 4814, 419420. Concerning, instead, the discovery of 86 burials

on the North side dPetto di Noliohill by Paolo Orsi ORSI 1917 a, pp. 387.

14 About the 30 discovered tombs dating back to the 4th century B.C., see ZANBDANICO 1955,

pp. 270271, ARIAS 1946, pp. 13238. In the same years, a series of reports by the Archaeological
Office, kept today irits Archive, informs us about some illegal discovenésrchaeological findings

from the necropolis area which were only partially saved. PAOLETTI 1981 a, p. 92.

15They are both inhumation and cremation burials dating back to the second half of the 5th and the 4th
century B.C. in which there are some lItalic and Attic pottery and local miniature sh&FaANZ|
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of 4" centuryB.C. This demonstrates that the ancient necropolis was quite big and that
we can only make a hypothesis about its borders and the internal and external road
network2®

In this areathe last and most important discovery was made by #iabria
Superintendence of Cultural Heritage in the years 2006 and 2007 on theEastitiide
of the Petto di NolioHill (Picturel), during the renovation works of a wide area
destined to some lagfic infrastructuresiCant i er e , 208RO0D) IThel ot t o
approximately three hundred burials found, of various types, orientations and
chronology, were divided into two lots separated by a distance of about 80 meters and
a difference in altitudefdl2 meters above sealevélh ey wer e call ed nAbo-
At opo, according to their position; the tw
and only the complete analysis of all the burials will establish the possible chronological
and/or social di#frence’®l n f act, the burials of the fAbot
results of these surveys were publis§ied whi | e those of the f@dtop:
210) are still unknown, apart from the few considered in this report.

On the other side, the sue 'y o n t hsileofithe Batta db MoHSC hill,
included an area of more or less 900 square meters containing 100 burials dating back
from the end of the 6th and the first half of the 4th cen®&u@. The burials are
apparently not organized piotsand not connected by a coherent road netwar&n
if the topographic organization follows a chronological order from the most ancient
(West) to the newest (East) ondtost ofthe burials the 64%) belongs to the period
included from the final decades of the 5th to the first half of the 4th ceBtGryThe
remaining part is divided between the final decades of the 6th Cé&httirgnd the first
decades of the following century (8%) and between the second quarter and the second
half of the §' CenturyB.C. (29%).

Concerning its stratigraphy, the geological pattern of the hills located in the
SouthRosané s ar e a, wh i c Retto dn Ndliquigl madet up of sdme | |
Pleistocenic sediments consisting in some highly perm&aind not highly erosion

1990, pp. 5945692, LATTANZI 1991, pp.59596, LATTANZI 1996, pp.681682, LATTANZI 1997,

p.506, LATTANZI 2001, p.998, LATTANZI 2002, p.787, SABBIONE 2007, pp.483t.

16 From a first analysis of the topographic data concerning the localization of the necropoleis, their
distance from the residential area anddiad network, we must take into consideration some important
elements: coming down towards the bottom ofMleelmaHill in the South direction, through the modern

and unchanged roads, in the ancient times, we could reach a path in the plaifiGallktttre Vena

crossing the area calléZippon@ andfiLaccario, till the bottom ofPetto di Nolioand then, in the East
direction, towards the areacall@ie s t a d & The idtekmalgoadhnetwork is still unknown, because

of the lack of specific data. Abbuthis topic see also FRANCESCONI 2018, pp721
CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018, p. 40.

17 SABBIONE 2007, pp.48384.

18 To them are connected the burials discovered in 19 abjo Orsion the North side of the same

hill. ORSI 1917 a, pp. 3B7.

19 Apart from the report in SABBIONE 2007, pp.4884 the digging carried out in 20@®07 inPetto

di Nolio were for the first time, only partially, published in CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018,

pp. 3#62. In this publication is contained only 1/3 of the mtran 300 tombs discovered. More
specifically, those belonging to the Northern area
here considered because of the plant remains. The excavation's data concerning these ones were seen at
the SABAParchiwe, like the archaeological findings, kept in the warehouses of the Archaeological
Museum inMedma Rosarno(RC).

20 CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018, pp. 2.

21 Geological map o€alabria, F.246 11l NO, SABBIONE 1981, p.28 e fig. The soil composition is

very important in the analysis of the causes which provoked the disappearance of the greatest part of the
burial sé or gani z eodteologicaleemainga!l , i ncluded t he
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resistant sams which represent the original level where the analyzed burials were
identified.

In fact, even if they are different one from the others, these burials are always
made up of @it located at a different depth and with sharp edges, on which were often
inserted a tomb structure in bfiocikwhic{k mai nly
was built the wooden scaffolding for the cremation ritulst(ire 2.2%In all cases, the
burials were found covered with an additional sandy layer of about two meigtis, h
dating back to the same period of their construction and which obliterated them
completely.Although they have not been foundsitu, it is possible that architectural
elements, tombstones in perishable material or large ceramic containers stbed on
tombs as funerasgemataa s we known from | iterary source
the comparisons with other Magna Graecia necropdifses.

This hypothesis is supportéy the discovery of many scattered fragments of
Redfigure potteryandby somear chi t ect oni ¢ decoraueed el emi
made in terraotta, nasko), which are generally used asmaté>. Moreover, it is
testified the presence of loasting voive offers®, which let us assume that it was
possible to recognize immediately the burial from outsitie.tomb, in fact, in ancient
times was considered as a place of communication and exchange between the world of
the living and the dead.

Most of the burials are N/NES/SW oriented and they present an inhumation
ritual (73% of the analyzed cas&s)They are accompanied, already from the second
quarter of the 5th centu.C., by the primary cremation®iistg which present the
same orientatioandrepresent the 27% of the total amouric{ure2).2°

The inhumationsinstead,are declined in various typethe majority of them
(49% of the total) ar e adappubcingattgsiedilreddye d r oo f
in the second quarter of théh centuryB.C. and characterized by a cover in local clay,
with two or three couples of flat roof tiles and bent #flethe majority of thenhave

22 COLEMAN CARTER 1998, p. 91.

23 CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018, p.42.

24 About the funerary rituals in the Greek area: KURTZ, BOARDMAN 1971, pp-14® For the
comparisons with the Greek areab6és necropol-ei s, amon
53, ELIA 2010, pp.335, 34952, ARSLAN 1986, p. 1038.

25 The most famous example are theometric age crateesmd amphora discovered in the necropolis of

Dipylon (KURTZ, BOARDMAN 1971, p. 57); pictures of big vases placed out of tomb are known also

both on the Attidekythoiwith a white background (KURTZ 1975) and on the-feglire Italic pottery
(PONTRADOLFO, PRISCO, MUGIONE, LAFAGE 1988, pp. 1202). About theuse of big vases

(craters, amphora @elikai) astomb signsn the necropolis ifPantanelloin Metaponto CARTER 1998,

pp. 115142, for Metaponto: ROCCHIETTI 2002, p.-8@).

26 In the Classi@ge Attic world, the offers for the deceased people were laid during the private burying

rituals ta trita) and during the ceremonies in the days immediately &Hegnata, ta nomizomepaut

also periodically, when some important moments for the coritgnwere celebrated (among the others,

the feasts name@e nesi a, Nemesi a, N e k y)sAbeut the Elgscriptibnaopthea, Ant he
funerary ritualsandthe literary sources: KURTZ, BOARDMAN 1971, pp. 1438.

27KURTZ, BOARDMAN 1971, p. 331

28 Among them, the most ancient burials of the-6#ginning of the 5th century B.C. The datum is

coherent with the one identified until now in the necropoleis of the other colonies of the Magna Graecia

area. PALOMBA 2004, p.27, ELIA 2010, p. 47, LIPPOLIS 19943p1l, D6 ANDREA. 1989, »p. 7
29 The dating derived from the joint analysis of the tamesin the Greek area, from the production

and spread of the ceramic types used as grave goods in the burial and from the comparison with the other
necropoleis of the Magna Graecia area. Some burials, like T 68, present on their sidesijpgmrien

rawcay or structures made in c¢clay to contain and def

burials: CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018, pp--42

30 The roof tiles are all flat or slightly bent and they belong to the sol | ACorinthian typebo

are standard (57x 92 x 2 cm) and they correspond to titead Ipiedd lodiese . I n fathet, they a
35

http://www.ferajournal.eu



Frankfurter elektronische Rundschau zur Altertumskunde 48 (2022)

the bottom and the sides in roof tiles, while the others cover a guibplée burials in

simple pit testified since the most ancient period, are the 15 % of the total amount,

while the squareoof-tiles chestsepresent the 5% of the total, they date back to the end

of the 5th and the beginning of the 4th centBr§. and they are characterized by four

or five couples of flatlayroof tiles placed in an upright position to malahastwhose

bottom is generally made in ground and only in one case is covered with roof tiles)
closed by the same number of Andthenfolyini | es d c
one case a clay bathtub burial is atte¥tatie type characterizes the childhood burials

of wealthy social classes and is dated to the last decades of the 5 century B.C.

In the burials analyzed, rarely were found traces of osteological remains, this
due to the high acidity of the sqg@nhanced ypthe longlasting use of the area for an
agricultural purpos®) and the high permeability of the sandy substratum. These factors
causedhe total disintegration of all the organic elements in the burial, apart from those
interested by the charringprosee s . For thi s reason, the 1 den
sex is possible only in the case that the grave goods still preserve some specific elements
connected to this aspect. On the contrary, the primeggnation presena higher
number of osteologicaémains even if they are extremely fragmented and often not in
anatomic connectidf and organic elements, like the wood used in the funerary pyre
and the vegetable offers which were preserved thanks to the charring process they went
through®* However, because of the highly fragmented aspect of the bone remains, also
in this case, the geof the deceased can be defined only through the analysis of the
grave goods.

Despite the typemost ofthe burials (more or less the 70%), are characterized
by the presence of some grave goods placed in the burial together with the deceased
andcomposedon average, by three or faumbrokenobjects in ceramic, like drinking,
eating or banquet pottery, both of local production and impatettypical of the
Greek colonial world. Metal golden, silver and bronze objects or objects in glass paste

sameof those of the flat roof tiles used in the necropoli€oftrada Luciferdn Locri. ELIA 2010, p.57,
SABBIONE 1987, p.34, ORSI 1917 b, pp.1087.

31 The burial was made of twovalshaped clay bathulith two holes on the endfcluded in a
rectangular edgeone overlapping the other and fixed by some lead clamps. They are common in the
burials of sukadults in the necropolis @ontradalLuciferoin Locri and, less, itHipponion ARSLAN

1986, p.1035, ORSI 1913 b, pp87

32 As it was deduced from the grapland photographic records, the entire area was covered by a citrus
groove which was explanted to allow the digging activities.

33Apart from T 53, where thenatomical connectioseemsdo reveal a supine deposition of theceased

with a possible bendingf ¢he lower limbs founknown reasons.

34 From the analysis of the digging records, we can deduce that all the primary cremation, have a
rectangular shape and medium sizes (more than one meter and a half per each side). They partially
maintain theoriginal structure, even if it is burnt, made up of a pyre or a funerary bed built overlapping
perpendicularly some wooden trunks (probably several floors). Considering the level of calcination and
destruction of the bones, the heat of the pyre must hese bvery high and maintained for a very long
period, but not enough to eliminate totally the original wooden structure. The result of the cremation and
burning of the skeleton (in ashes or fragments), let us suppose the desire to burn completely the dead
body, to respect some specific ritual practices which aimed at reducing almost totally the body of the
deceased. VASSALLO, VALENTINO, CHIOVARO 2018, p. 492.

Once concluded the burning process, the area, containing the bone remains and the plant effierfictile

still hot, was sealed by a layer of sand and ground, or, rarely, from a couple of fictile flat roof tiles.
CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018, pp. 4K. The primary cremati@are not so popular in the

Magna Graecia and Sicily area, in this sense #weapolis ofMedmarepresents an exception because

of the high number of this kind of items: VASSALLO, VALENTINO 2012, pp%7 , D6ANDREA
1989, pp. 776/77, SABBIONE 1987, p. 225, ARSLAN 1986, pp. 1032, 1048, ORSI 1917 b, pp.101
167.
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with pregous stones are rare and they are very important for the identification of the
sex and of the social class of the deced3&udaddition starting from the last decades
of the 5th centuryB.C., the graveofferings become increasingly standard, mainly
conceerning pottery of local production, while a greater variety of objects is found in the
late 6 and early 4 centuries B.C. buriisloteworthy is the existence of burials without
the grave goods, especially double pitched roof tosibgyle pit gravesndonly one
primary cremation the meaning of this practice is not clear, as it involves different
kinds of tombs and different areas of the necropolis. However, this phenomenon is
known, with similar characteristics, in other necropoleis of the Magna Gdasciad r e a .
The most common funerary ssincerns pottery of local production and, to a
lesser extent, also import€dboth relating to the symposiu(poteria and pouring
vases)except forthe oil lamps and of the vases to prepale/irai) or contain patere
and little cups) the food?The majority of them are miniature vases and they have been
destined, since their production, to a specific use, different from their mgdeétzally
for funerary and ritual purposésFrom the beginning of the half of the 5th century
B.C., the most raarrent shapes (combined in various ways) arertimatureoinochoe
andkotylein local clay.Theywere used to pour and drink wine, and for this reason,
they were usually found one with the other. Then, there werentmolicneBlack-
glazedlamp in formsand types known in the Greek and Magna Graecia area for the
Classical ag®, the Blackglazedbolsalcup, imported from the Attic area from the third
quarter of the fifth century B.C. and strongly widespread and imitated at regional
level*?, finally, to amuch lesser extent, the miniaturistipe andchytrain local clay??
The preponderance of miniature vases in local clay and the lack of containers for
ointments like tharyballoi, lekythoi e askatan be consideredl distinctive featuref
the examinedurials?* Because of the absence, in most of the burials, of bone remains
it is only possible to figure the original arrangement of such objects in the*tdmb
the inhumation, the oil | amp was probably

35 As examples, the infant burial T 45 contain two earrings in golden sheets (second half of the 5th

century B.C.), the male cremations TT 65 e 67 corgtigilsin bronze (second half of the 5th century

B.C.), the female cremations T 75 contain a silvag (end of the 5tibeginning of the 4th century B.C.),

the female tomb T 273 contaénbead of necklace and a small head of ram in coloured glass paste and a
leechshaped earring in silvéfirst decades of the 4th century B.C.) and, finally, the fematétd 63

contain a silver ring (first half of the 4th century B.C.). CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018, pp.

47-54.

36l t6s unclear iif this phenomenon is due to the res
century B.C. CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018, 48. As regards the ceremonials and grave

goods during the 5th century B.C. in Greek area: SALIBRA 2013, pp. 74, VALENZA MELE

1991, pp. 163173, GARLAND 1985, p. 22.

37ELIA 2010, p. 3453 4 7, D6ANDREA 1989, p . 7-898. , CERCHI Al 1982,
38 Stating from the half of the 5th cent. B.C. mainly Attic pottery.

391t does not seem to exist a relationship between the internal grave goods and the typenaf the

which they were found. CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018, p. 55.

40 The pottery is a locale-elaboration of some not functional miniaturistic vases used specifically for

worship purposes and discovered in saraeropoleis and sanctuaries of the Magna Graecia area from

the 5th century B.C. For example: SABBIONE 2014, p. 66, DE JULIIS 1997, pADNMESTEANU,

MERTENS, DO6ANDRI A 1980, p. 102 fig. 95 a/f, p. 223,
41 HOWLAND 1958, type 21 B and 23 A/B. The presence of the lamp is, perhaps, due to the Greek

image of the Underworld, always represented as a dark place. As regards: GARI9&E[D. 51.

42 Number 44122 C 1 in MOREL 1981, p. 228, tav. 117.

43 About the possibility to use thehytrain somesacrifices and cruel rituaés a tooto cook and eat the

meat, see: CALI 2002, p. 154, DETIENNE VERNANT 1982

44 CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 218, p. 53.

45 For the inhumation burials iRetto di Nolioit was supposed a supine position with the upper limbs

stretched along the hips. CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018, p.44
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oinocloe, kotyleandbolsalnext to the pelvis. The other objects, instead, were generally

placed next to the head and the feet. All these hypothesis derive from the analysis of

the excavationés data and they can be com
Graecia ared®In the case of primary cremations, in addition to the problems previously
described, the probable fall of the scaffolding of the pyre, thdepesition of the

offerings once the funeral pyre is extinguisHeohd a little hermetic cover of the burial,

made it quite difficult to reconstruct the original location of the grayeods.

About 34% of burials also have external gifts, mainly pottery, placed in a
homogeneous and coherent vedpve or near the coveragfehe burial structure. They
are extremely frequent (73%) in the tombs which present also some internal grave
goods, and they can be considered the remains of ritual gatamsected to funerary
cults and beliefs performed at the end of the burialoritat a subsequent time in the
space outside the tomb, but conceived as an integral part of the®saEheeobjects
partially resemble the already known types of the internal gifts belonging to the
symposium sphere, but in some aspect they are totaleretit, being used for more
specifically for chthonic rituals such as libatipiis the majority of the cases there is
still the combination of th@lack-glazedbolsal cup (26% of the objects found) with
the miniatureoinochoein local clay (16%), thenondicne Black-glazed lamp (16%),
the Attic Blackglazedskyphog16%), the Attic Blackglazedlekythos(11%) and the
local clay twehandled casserole (11%) for the deposition of food offerings. The finding
of some iron clamps and nails, then, can be a diubeopresence of small wooden
containers or in other perishable material of which no trace has remaxeedly as
we do not have any tracks of any cruel rituals.

The Greek literary and iconographic sources are stingy with references and
descriptions abat the last phase of the funeral ceremony; it is difficult to think,
however, that it wasnot pretigesidegppsaerdofthe ke t he
body) andekphora(carriage of the body to the burial place). Literary sources and
archaeological evidence, in fact, agree that in the burial phase fixed ritual elements were
libations and the deposition of burned offerings, in order to facilitate the transaction to
the aferlife and to establish a parting with the living. The liquid offerifad®ai)and
the solid, but burnt(enagismata, holokautomatapnsecrated foods to the deceased
could have been placed on the same day and up to three days after thigabinitia),
but also in the rites of the ninth dag €natd and in the thirtiethté triakostia), when
the process endéd.

Finally, the pottery spread in the layers immediately near or above the tomb are
the surest clues of a f soafteuite defingiveiclosare of t he
and after the end of the funerary cerem{igture4).

The 38% of the burials are characterized by this phenomémngrthis is only
an estimation because of the difficulty of reconstructing the original context in the
superficial layers.Unlike the internal and external grave goods, the pottery outside the

46About the comparisons, mainly: ELI A 201971, COLEMAN
TORELLI 1982, p. 174.

47 The analysis of the burning traces on the pottery led to the consideratidntthat obj ect s wer en
exposed to the living flaméut, rather, subjected to a strong heaty in the point in contact with the

hot embers. This element can be explained only with the deposition of the objects just after the end of

the fire. The same can be said about the plant offers which will be analysed later. About similar

p henome nEREA 1980 ApN769

48 A rare scene of libation at the funeral pyre is represented on-figree vase of the earth century

B.C. where KingCroesusof Lydia is depicted in front of a funeral pyre in the act of pouring liquids on

it, while an attendansibusy whitewashing its trunks. GARLAND 1985, p. 144.

49 GARLAND 1985, pp. 3441, 110115, 122, KURTZ, BOARDMAN, pp. 203, 330
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tomb has a greater degree of fragmentation, not only because of their surface position,
but also because of their intentional break, probably connected to aittiahs>®
Among thepotteryinterested by these phenomena, there are both the banquet and the
symposium ceramicsheolla in local clay with distinct hem (12%) for the deposition
of votive offerings, the Attic Blacklazedstemlessup (10%), the Attic Back-glazed
skyphog9%), the Attic Blackglazed cup (8%) andolsalcup (7%) and the Refigure
lekane(7%) in types known for the Magna Graecia ardais interesting to notice the
absence of thminiaturepotteryand the presence vaseaused fordaly life. Also, the
Attic Redf i gur e craters of the 5 century B.C.
category.They were found in fragments, and they were probably used astmdia
The comparison with other necropoleisthe classic age known in the Magna
Graecia and Sicif? area, highlighted the extremely sober aspect of the burial types and
the grave offerings of this section of thiedmanecropolis, both for the materials used
(always clay elements) and for the riuam of the grave goods. This tendency could be
related both to the presence of sumptuary limitations, characterizing manypGkeisk
in the fifth century B.C., and, in parallel, with the birth of new religious beliefs related
tothesoulinthe afterlife i n opposite with the only prese
in earthly spacé?
Without big differences in the analyzed chronologicaige, of about three

generations, itos clear that the pottery i s
beliefs, than to the framework of personal objects in order to exhibitichness and
soci al status of the deceasedodos families.

precious materials referred to the sex and social class, from the presemo&mire
vases shapes not useful for the daily use and, for this reason, specifically produced for
thesacred environmetftand from the presence among the grave goods of votive local

50In theMedmanecropolis, like in several other necropokeigl sanctuaries in the Magna Graecia area,

were found some fictile objects intentionally pierced on the bottom and then fragmented; they are cups,

aryballoi o r oint mentsd containers wused during the ritu
comparisos: ELIA 2010, p. 53, KUSTERMAN GRAF 2002, pp.-83, COLEMAN CARTER 1998,

pp. 116, 1211 2 3, D6 ANDRE A-7119Addut the fuperary #adifions and rituals in the Greek

agesee FRISONE 2008, pp.11617, KURTZ, BOARDMAN 1971, pp. 14261, 201218.

51 The Attic model with a flower and drawn decoration and the one in the geometrical style with an

ovul es 6 decor awasaoeslaboratedl & the Italic areacbdfaresthe first half of the 4
Century B.CAbout the comparisons: COLEMAN CARTER 1998, pp. 114 fig. 4.1, 252, 614, ELIA
2010, pp. 164168 tav. 1/6, DE MIRO 1989, p. 72 fig. 54.

52 Mainly the necropolis ofContrada Luciferoin Locri (ELIA 2010, CERCHIAI 1982, pp.28298,
ORSI 1917 b, pp. 10167), n Hipponion( D6 ANDRE A 1 918® ARShAN.1988, pp7 1029
1058), inKaulonia (PALOMBA 2004, pp.333351), in Taranto (LIPPOLIS 1994, pp. 13047), the
necropolis ofPantanelloin Metaponto(COLEMAN CARTER 1998), inMetaponto(ROCCHIETTI
2002), in Himera (VASSALLO, VALENTINO 2012, pp. 49%9), in the necropolis oPezzinoin
Agrigento(DE MIRO 1989) and in that dflanicalungain Selinuntg KUSTERMAN GRAF 2002).

53 SALIBRA 2013, pp. 174174, DE CESARE 2007, pp. 213, VALENZA MELE 1991, pp163

173.

54 The meaning of the miniaturistic vases in the funerary context is not clear yet, while in the framework
of the votive offers in thehthonic sanctuaries, where they are mainly used, it is evident that they
represent some propitiatory offers the Deities used mainly in the case of worship and passage rituals
connected to thehthonicfemale deities, ROCCHIETTI 2002, pp.1280. About the miniaturistic vases

in some religious contexts and the link with the early fruits and vegetables: OSANNARQA15. The
similarity between the miniaturistic vases found in the votive warehouses of the holylara@sand
those of the necropoleis is impressing: MILANESIO 1996, pp5@9BARRA BAGNASCO, ELIA
1996, pp. 83, 933.
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terracotta figuresRictures3-4) connected to sonwhthonicdeities and to the funerary
worship (hypothetically Persephone, Dionysus dedne$.>®

Concerning the meaning of the grave goocf
explanation, due to the absence of direct comparisons and to the small numberf burial
analyzed, compared to the the total amolinis sure that the symposium practice,
especially characterized by tgemeco morarinking habit, and testified by thpottery
analyzed in grave goods,a distinctive featurand it becomes a precise sigrcoltural
belonging. On the other hand, the meanings related to funerary rituals and
eschatological beliefs are not very clear, such as the presemtgt, a ceramic
kitchen type used during the Athenianthesteridestival to contain burnt food offered
as a gift to the deatf.The custom of offering @éhe deceased tabpttery and food,
Sshould not be confused with the conventio
ceremony; the two spheres seemtobeclearlyar at ed, but i f the rel
soci al purpose, the deaddés offerings are n
afterlife and propitiatory goods for deities.

From this point of view, the meaning of the oil lamp, instead, is quite cle
especially if it is connected to the idea of the dark underworld and to the necessity of
the light,as well as clear are the religious references of the votive figures, representing
in most cases deities or bidddtss more difficult, insteadp indudeall these elements
in a unique worship and ritual reconstructigh.

It is very important, for this reason, the analysis of the carpological remains
which were found, in the majority of the cases, burnt inside the primary cremations;
they are rare and seldom findings in the other necropoleis of the Magna Graecia area,
but they could acquire, in the case of thledmanecropolis, a not casual meaning,
supporting the results deriving from the analysis of the grave goods and confirming the
hypothesis of the prevalenceintledma s bur i al s anainhxlthoreg el e men't
neessary for the rituals and the worship.

The carpological offers: context, conservation state, taxonomy

In the analyzed section (South area) of the necropokefito di NoliQ one minor part
of the votive offers is made up of burnt vegetable remains found in the areas of primary

55In T 66 (primary crematio, first half of the 4th century B.C) it was discovered a local clay sculpture

o f Lodii-Medma type of a female figure on a throne hol c
(Persephone?), whil'om the upper levels of the South area a fragment of vototdefisculpture

representing ananwith a Phrygian hat (Dionysus?). From the upper levels of T69 and T46, instead,

(bothdouble pitched roof tombgnd of the 5thbeginning of the 4th century B.C.) are thteeal clay

sculpturein fragments representing a generic female figure and a male figure with a deqgmiated
(HermesKriophorus? ) and a female figure withLo@i-Meden® on her f
type). We only have the head of all of them. Near Tdsfuble pitched roof tombsithout grave goods)

is, instead, a fragment of votive local clay sculpture representing the feet and the gown of a female figure

on a throne (Persephone?) andme&60 the fragment of a chest, a shoulder and a neck of a votive local

clay sculpture representing a female figure.

56 The festival is dedicated mainly to Dionysus, but¢hgtrais generally used in a specific phase of

the ritual, dedicated to the foodlsl offers andafter the one dedicated tblermespsychopomp

characterized instead by liquid offeiShpal). In thechytra, according to the known tradition, it was

contained a beverage, thanspermiamade of wheat and honey dedicated to the God, used also in the

funerary rituals and symbol of the return to a renovated order after the chaos represented by the Great
Dyonisia.Further information: SPINETO 2004, pp.1446.

57 GARLAND 1985, pp. 110, 114, 152, KURTZ, BOARDMAN 1971, pp. 206, 215.

58 ORTALLI 2011, p. 211.
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cremation. The burials interested by these offers are very few (5 primary cremations
and one inhumation out of more or less 108 burials) especidhgyfare compared
with the total number of those with the grave goods. They are very few also if they are
combined with some contexts of the North area (7 primary cremations and 2
inhumations out o213burials). Thescarcityof vegetable offers in the hals of Petto
di Nolio depends probably on the lying conditions and on the cheipinyesical
transformation processes whigtectall the organic substances gretishable artifacts
if not preserved in particular physical and environmental conditfofise high rate of
acidity of the sedimentary sands which represent the substratum Réttioedi Nolio
hill and the longlasting use of some chemical products for agricultural purposes have
probably fostered these proces$8eSor this reason, only somerials interested by the
cremation ritual could preserve some tracks of the vegetable organic eléhiehe
analyzed inhumation burials, in fact, are not present any of those mineralization
processes which, in the Italic conté%tsallowed to preserve sonmganicremains
which otherwise could not have been detected. For this reason, it is stillltiifficarry
out any topographical evaluations and any semidtral comparisonetweenthe
tombswith vegetable offerandthose which do not have them, because the datum is
not complete and the current situation quite certainly does not correspbedtayinal
one.

An interesting datum, instead, could be the fact that not all the primary
cremations still preserve tipgant offeringgonly 12 out of 92 total burials); but also in
this case, thisnay be due tsome adverse lyingonditions and preseations,but also
by some differences in the funerary and worship ritual$act, it is unlikely that the
discrimination is due to chronological differences, since most of the plant remains
belong to burials of the same chronological range (second qoéttex5th early 4th
century B.C .53 while only two are dated to the first half of #tl century B.C%* Also
from the topographical point of view, if it is true that the majority (9 out of 12) of the
cremation burials with some preserved vegetable remains belong to the North area, it is
also true that in this area the total burials are the double of thdise South area and
that here it is concentrated the majority of the cremation burials of the entire necropolis.
So,it is highly possibleghat the current differencéom the conservation point of view
are due to the different treatment reserved tovtiteve offerings during the rituals
performed at the end of the burial ceremoiny fact, if the vegetable offers and,
especially, the small carpologiahe, were laid in the pyre and, then, exposed to a high

59 In general, we can affirm that the wet and walhtilated soilsinvolve more marked forms of

alteration and degradation, together with microbiological actinile the dry soils with constant

humidity around 100% and lack of oxygen create positive comdifor the preservation, ANGELINI,

BANDINI, COLACICCHI et alii 2008, p. 327.

60 These factors influenced deeply also the preservation of the bone remains, so that only few inhumation
burials preserve the skeletonb6s remains of the dece
61Some burnt fant remains were found also in 3 inhumation tombs (T 42, 119 e 54), but they are organic

elements which underwent a previous or simultaneous (with the deposition) carbonization process; there

is, in these cases the doubt that they are residual and ¢gatdme from the upper levels, considering

their small number and incoherent aspect.

62 They are mainly the votive warehouses of some sanctuaries like the one of the acrofmitisria

and of the monumental complexTiarquinia BAGNASCO GIANNI 2005, pp91-100, CHIESA 2005,

pp. 103109, BONAMICI 2005, pp.410.

63 For the unpublished burials of the North area, the chronological data was deduced from the
comparison of the grave good described and portraye
weredeeply analysed before in the burials of the South area.

64 Besides, the dating of these burials corresponds to the moment in which the cremation ritual was

extremely spread in the necropolisR#tto di Nolio
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temperaturethey would have been through a qaete burning process, which is not
compatible with theexceptionaktate of preservation of remait¥sThe charred status

of theofferings, on the other hand, is more compatitité the exposure to a high, but

not excessive, heat. This condition was possible only #feelextinguishing of the
funerary pyre and before the final closure of the burial and, therefore, in a limited time
span, compliant with the rituals performed thre same day or the day after the
deposition {a trita).®® This can partially explain in a convincing way the presence or
the lack in the primary cremation of some organic remains; the timing of the ritual and
worship actions, in fact, is in these cases, an essential element for tHaslomg
survival of theseemains.

Another hypothesis concerns the fact that the carpological offerings were placed
in the pyre, but inside containers, not in contact with the living flames, but only with
the heat released. Such an assumption, however, clashes with the appseeot a
around the carpological remains of fragments of possible clay, as well as organic,
vessels.

The comparison of the vegetable offers, in particular the carpological ones, with
the other inorganic grave goods, confirmed that these offers were prdhably
independently fromthe eceasedds richness or soci al st
associations with certain clay objects. fact, the pottery found in the primary
cremations with carpological offers commonly refers to the symposium Sikogyke,
oinochoe, olpeholsal cup, skyphdsnd tablevessels (parghytra, patera..) often in
local clay and miniature vaseBi¢ture5). There is also the Blagiazed lamp and, in
one case, some fragments of bronze laminate §he&t), votive terracotta's figures
representing a female figure sitting on the throne with a pomegranate in one hand and
fragmentsof terracotté@ sotive statues (T66). In some cases, the objects of the grave
goods are very few (T203) or they are completely absent€Ti3%54).

The only exceptions to the cases mentioned here above, are the vegetable offers
belonging to some inhumatie{TT 42, 119 e 154), all found out of the graves, in the
sandy layer above thenthey are composed of few wooden charred fragments and
olive pits Olea Europaea L), found together with some fragments of table and kitchen
pottery paterag pans with lid,ollae, cups, jugs in local cla§jwhose state of
fragmentation and partial burnt status indicate possible ritual actions performed during
the burial closurelt was found also a fragment of votive terracotta's figures in local
clay probably referred to a female figure sitting on a throne and similar in the
iconography to the one found in T66 (Persephone on the throne?). It is not excluded a
residual presence of these remains, as they are extremely superficial and the area went
through some stratigraphitvangesso that this interpretation is still uncertain. In these
cases, moreovethedigginggs document at i o astalisheé¢hse exaco t all o
position of the vegetable remains in the tomb.

65 The extremely fragmented, calcined and desty e d st at e of the skeletonds
burials is the proof that the entire area dedicated to the cremation underwent the action of high burning
temperatures, not compatible with the survival of the organic elements. Framrtheolour of the bone
remains, we can understatictthe burning temperatures were probably higher than the 750 ° necessary
for the calcination (or third burning stag&®ASSALLO, VALENTINO, CHIOVARO 2018, p. 492;
WALKER, MILLER, RICHMAN 2008, p.132.

66 KURTZ, BOARDMAN 1971, pp. 20€05.1t could be also probable that the plant offers were, at the
beginning, far from the central area of the fire but then, the post depositional processes, transported them
in the central position, where they were found. Howgtleeir tied and punctual positioning let us
presume an intentional and not a casual positioning, ritaera random placemesupposed before.

67 That grave good has a containing functiout it is not possiblejow, to make any hypothesis about

the kird of food and offers it contained.
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It is not even possible to establigihthe case athe cremation, the link with the actions
carried out during the ritual, but only a general evaluation of the vegetable element in
thetanb 6 s cont ext

The carpological remains found within the primary cremations, on the other
hand, come from the original combustion level of the burial, sealed by the following
coverage in sandP(cture6). Only in two cases (TT126 e 128) they come also fitoen
surface levels outside the cowvaard they are, like in the cases described here above,
burnt olive pits, accompanied by some bananekitchenpottery partially fragmented
andburnt, to be referred to some possible rituals carried out when theasizbsed.
However, the most interesting elements both for the finding context and for the
exceptional state of preservation, are those preserved in the charred layers of the
cremation area (TT 39, 53, 91, 66, 68, 100, 126, 128=150, 155, 203, 215, ea&pict
with the grave goods and the bone remains of the deceased, but often found also in a
more peripheral position on the remains of the burnt wooden structures which made up
the funeral pyré&®

They are burnt remains of fig tree frufii¢us carical.), grapes Vitis vinifera
L.), aimonds Amygdalus communis)Land, again, very few olive pit®(ea europaea
L). As it was said before, the extraordinary characteristic of these vegetable offers
consists in the fact that they were found in an exceptional state of preservation because
of somelying conditions which were not checked in all the analyzed cases ofgoyim
cremation burial. In fact, the carpological remains considered, still preserve untouched
in the shape and dimension thexternalstructure, like in the case of the fig tree fruit
and of the grapes, and their erchrpal structure, in the case of tleves and of the
almonds; these conditions were possible only taking for granted the deposition of those
offers after the end of the funerary fire and the closure of the grave, when the heat of
the embers was still very high but it could not irreparaldynadge the remains. It
supports this hypothesis also the analysis of some grave goods in local clay with signs
of burned only in circumscribed points, namely those in contact with the embers at the
end of cremation proces®itture 7).%° This means that wer carried out some
deposition actions of part of the grave goods after the burning process of the body and
probably this must also have concerned part of the plant offefifgsally, it should
be noted that in all t hcensumet®n evengpartallaydz ed t h
thatds because they were probably | aid undeses
meals remainThere $no trace, however, of any containers or vessels; the pottery which
was found fragmented in the nearby area cabeateconstructed completely and, in
any cases, it cannot be related with the remains, while the possible supports in organic
material did not leave any tracks.

68 It was supposed that the pyre was made up of trunks with a similar diameter and a variable length,

placed on different levels and with different orientation, to make a strong structure to welcome the
deceasedbs corpse. See: VASSAR ppAMo04YIAWeRIdINOTIhav®, CHI OV A
data about the essences used because, even if we have several samples, it was not carried out-any archaeo
botanic survey; the comparison with the other necropoleis can provide information about the use of cork

oaks QuercussuberL.), like in the case oHimera or olive wood Qlea europaea [}, holm oak

(Quercus ilex . or kermes oaKQuercus coccifera b, like in the case of the necropolis $olunto

Probably also the use of different species to start the fire. Afioutrasee: VASSALLO 2019, p. 371,

aboutSolunto NOT, VALENTI 2019, pp. 184185

69 As regards the grave goods on charred soils: SALIBRA 2013, ppl3%8

70 About the cases of the necropolisSolunto CALASCIBETTA 2019, p. 170

71The burned soivas notsiftecand t he samples coll ectghiscdused endt bee
some problems about the pollen analysis and the identification of the-maroains of other perishable

offers, like doughs and mixtures, which could hauevivedonly in tracks because of the total burning

during the funerary rite or because of the consequerth@mical transformation.
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The fruits, altered in composition and coféiut preserved untouched in the shape,

except forthe olives, all belong to some edible species easily available and widespread

the Mediterranean also in antiquity. They were known and used for their nutritional but

also holy and ritual functiofForsore frui ts, | i ke the fig tree

shape deformation occurred before the combustion, compatible with the drying process

useful for the conservation and use even in periods different from their ripening season.

This isobviousifwecons der t heir volumeds reduction a

external carpal structur@icture8).”* In the case analyzed in T 53 and T B&(ure8

b-c), we can assume a drying process with the folding of the fig fruit peduncle and the

slight compressiofrom top to bottom. The fig tree fruits have a max. width of 2,5 and

3 cm, and a height of 2 and 3 cm (including in all the cases the peduncle), while the

thickness goes from 1,5 to 2,5 cm ca. in the case of therieak fig tree fruits and from

1, 5to2 cmin the case of the ones dried, with some little compression. The volume of

the grapes, instead, did not seem to be alta®avell as the emarpal structure and

the internal porous masPiturell), so that for this fruit drying processes are not

supposed?. In both the analyzed cases, those of T 53 and those more uncertain of T91,

the grapes have a round shape, with a diametecof and a height between 1 and 5

cm, with an untouched pedicel@f3cm only in the case of the grapes of T 53. It is not

possble to carry out a similar analysis on the olives, because we only have the endocarp

and not theepidermis and the fleshy pulpstbecause of combustion probably after

the biochemical transformation processegture10). This may suggestn contras

with the other fruit which present charred soft tissue, a minor action of thermeat

different reaction of the vegetable tissues which, because of their oiliness could have

burnt in an easier wal.The preserved endocarps, of oblong shape, are lemgebn

1 and 1,5 cm and have a diameter of 0.5 to 0.7T¢ra.almondsFicturel2), instead,

preserve only their endocarpal structure, which is evident also at the first look. The only

preserved almond, from T 100, presents an oblong endocarp with asurtigce and

some slight holes, which Bcm high, 1 cm wide and 0,7 cm thick. Other two fruits

from T 91 Picturel3) are difficult to be identified; they present a sightly oval shape (

cm diameter and height) and, moreowantly in one is possible teecognize drying

processes due to the altered state of the external tiBsaecurrent identification as

hazel nut €aylusavelana Jaseems$ uncertain and it is not based on specific

morphological confirmation. And then, from T 215 to T 228, come some burnt remains

of organic material whichannotbe identified from the macroscopic point of view.
Concerning the quantitthe most frequat carpological remains are the fig

fruits, foll owed the grapesiamd the almon(Eaflesl). in hena i n s ,

guantity evaluation it is necessary to underline that fromdtheg gi ngés document

72 From matt black (Munsell 7.5 YR 2.5/1) to vitreous in the case of the surface of grape berries.

73 For example, the figs present in the most ancient literary Greek records, like in the Odyssey
description ofAlcinodd s pal ace and in some cooking essays of th
also among the paldaotanic records of the rural sanctuaryRifzica Pardnello, in theMetapont® s

chora in some layers dating back to the end of the 4th and the beginning of the 3rd century B.C. NAVA,
OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007, p.114. Some fig plants, moreover, were discovered, together with the
olive and the grapevine in thists of theEracleatables (4th century B.C.) in the framework of the
description of some lands cultivated of the sanctuaries of Dionysus and Athena. CARTER 198%, pp. 173
184.

74 This can be also caused by the action of the heat, but it does not hapme@nipte for the other
preserved fruits. Moreover, it is wéthown that the dried fig tree fruitssChade} were given as gifts
during the Attic Spring Festivals dedicated to Apollargelid. NAVA, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007,

pp. 113119.

75 MARGARITIS, JONES 2006, pp. 79800.

76 MATTERNE, DERREUMAUX 2008, p. 109; MARGARITIS, JONES 2008, pp. 3%22.
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it is not possible to determine whether thesdsgmve been subject to sampling or all
collecting at the time of discoveryloreover, this downward calculation, is influenced

by the fact that some carpological remains are cited, without any information about the
guanti ty, i n t he butkey are reott conoretedypreserd amomgehe t |
preserved remains. Among these, it is possible to count 8 remains @holias, 3 in

T 100, 4in T 154, 21 in the offers above T 119, 5 in the offers beyond T 126. They are
totally 41 remains, the most nuroes ones. Concerning the fig tree fruits, we count 2
iNnT53,3inT68,2inT91 and 2in T 203: totally 9 remains; we must consider that
some remains in T155 were not concretely foubdt they can be seen in the
excavat i o Riotweb)pThis haneasessthe total number of thetrfeg fruits.
Concerning the grapes, insteadh e Y onrTe53 and 2 in T 91, even if from an
excavationds picture about the f Pictwei ngs
6). Finally, there is oly one almond in T 100.

Generally,there are no frequent associations between these remains, extep® in

where there are fig and oliweee fruits, in T 53 where there are grapes, fig and olive
tree dried fruits, in T 91 where there are fig tree fruiapes and other remains,
probably hazelnuts and in T155 where there are fig tree fruits and grapes. The most
frequent combination is the one between the fig tree fruits and the grapes. It is not
possible to assume that the found carpological remaires lawer also with other kinds

of organic offers (like other vegetable offers and, especially, animals), because of the
absence of microscopic and pollen analysis on the taken ground samples and because
of the absence of some archammwlogical surveys whiclban ascertain the possible
presence of faunal remains.

Ficus carica Olea europaea Vitis vinifera ~ Amygdalus Corylus
L. L. L. communis L.  avellanalL.?

T39 X X

T42 X

T 53 X X

T 66 X

T 68 X

T91 X X X

T 100 X X

T119 X

T 126 X

T 128=150 X

T 154 X

T 155 X X

T 203 X

Table 1.Summary chart of the carpological offers identifigithin the burials.

Comparisons and meanings in the Greek cultural environment

The carpological rests from the burialdRatto di Nolioare part of a limited set of cases

but, despite this, their interpretatiom complex. The funerary rituals represent a
symbolic universe where eveofferingacquires several meanings and differatties;

the primary functions of the found materials must be analyzed separately from the new
function that the object acquires in the ritual context and in the system of relationships
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in which it is included ( A/ daorrhspeason s, Kinoc
concerning the botanic offers, their overall meaning can be understood only starting
from the detailed analysis of all the meanings that toeyd have.

Thinking about the value of the found carpological remains, means, first,
focusing on thdact that there are not rare or allochthonous sp€aesl that it does
not seem to exi st a precise correspondenc
presence of these offers in them. For these reasons, it is sensible the idea of a deposition
for ritud purposes, as a gift for the Deities or as part of the symbolic representation of
the deceasear his accompanying equipment to face existence beyond the death, as has
been hypothesized for most of the grave good objécts.

If the comparisons with otherenropolises are poor, since the carpological
offerings seem not to be frequent in the necropolis of Magna Graecia ané’Studge
fruits, however, are often present as votive offers in the sanctuaries of the Greek area,
dedicated to somehthonicDeities.?! This is another element which let us think about
a votive and ritual nicurednThis gypothes ris, theh,e f r ui t
supported by the meaning and by the role played by these fruits and their plants in the
mythology and in the set of the Greeligious beliefs, often in connection with the
chthonicand funerary framework.

In fact, in theClassicworld, the fg tree fruits appear frequenths funerary
offerings, as it is demonstrated by the numerous ekayotoin the 5" centuryB.C.
necropolis ofRhode®, but also by the fictile miniature fig fruits in th@ontrada
Vecchianecropolis ofAgropoli and in the female tombs of the necropoli€iaclea
(4" cent. B.C.f®

However, until now, it has not been possible to find the organic remains of that
fruit in any Greek necropolis antbr this reason, the case Medmabecomes a total
new case in the funerary framework of the Magna Graecia area.

77VALENZA MELE 1991, p. 151.

78 The dates, for example, exotic fruits from the date palms, species not cultivated in the ancient times
in theltalic peninsula and in Greec¥drrone Rust., Il, 1, 27)are present in several burials starting
from the Roman age, both as a symbol of an elevated social status, and as the symbol of victory and
immortality. Instead, the fruit of the palm (not its tree and leaves) does not appear in the pictures of the
Greekage andit has never been discovered as a botanic offer. NAVA, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007,
pp. 228229, 232.

79VON THEY 2005, p. 31.

80t is not clear if this lack of information is caused by the methods of the archaeological research or if
it is a factor ofcultural or local religious differentiatigrtertainly, the biggest part of the original datum

was lost in the inhumations (which are in the necropolis the most testified rite in comparison with the
cremations) because of the perishable characteristiteofeimains in case of lack of carbonization or
mineralization processes, especially in the sour Sdiblsvegetable offer seems, in fact, presenthe
necropolis ofContrada Parapezzen Locri (ELIA 2010), as well as in the rich Hellenistic necropolis in

Taranto( D6 AMI CI S 14y in the Westerrl fe@opolis Himera -7th - 5th cent. B.C:

where, however, were carried out some analysis on the burnt wood of theppgbably cork
(VASSALLO 2019, pp. 361372; VASSALLO, VALENTINO, CHIOVARO 2018, pp. 489498;
VASSALLO, VALENTINO 2012, pp. 4%69) and in the archaic necropolis @ampofrancan Santa
Flavia nearSoluntq where in a inhumation burial it was found a pineand where the ahgis of the
funerary pyreb6és wood testified the presence of oliwv
188). On the contrary, in the necropolis Médmathe vegetable offers seem to be more preserved,
probably because of the presence of severahgmy cremations with conservatian situ of the
carbonized remains.

81 VAN DER VEEN 2018, p. 70.

82 MUTHMANN 1982, p.81, fig. 66.

83In the tomb ofAgropoliwere discovered some fig tree fruits, grapes, pomegranates and fictile cakes,
BOTTINI, GRECO 1975, pp. 23274.
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Fig fruits are an ordinary culinary component in the ancient Mediterranean regions,
since they are wild plants, and also possible to preserve them through drying
processe&
They are often depictadn vasedb6s painting, i n the pi¢
to the Deities, in particular Dionysuas,for example, inthéd i dder sé | mages o0
Apulian craters of the Btand 4th centuries B.E They often appear both as ficti
votg, and, more rarely, as votive perishable offerings in cult areas, such as at the
sanctuary oMefitg, a deity linked 0 wat e r 6 Rossarm di®/dgii¢4" centinn
B.C.), near the wrship area ofContrada Perullain Eraclea and at theTimmari
Sanctuary4™ centuryB.C ).
The fig, in fact, has a very high symbolic value connected to the idea of fertility,
prosperity and natural cycles; already in the Egyptian wordshtnds about the fertility
and the resurrection and, together with the palm, it is considered the tree of life and it
is connected to Osirf€.In the Greek area, as it is testified in Pausanias (I, 37, 2), it is
a gift by Demeterthe deity of agricultieg and prosperity, to the Attic hem@hitalo,
representing the entire community, to thank for the hospitality received during her
wanderingsearching Persephornidowever, according to an ancient tradition told by
Atheneus (lll, 78 c) it would have been Dionysus, on the Naxos island, the one who
gave the humankind the fig plant to eat and cultivat®Aiccording to these written
records this fruit is, for this rean, a holy fruit, because it is a gift by the Deities and
an element which promotes civilization and prosperity, like the wheat; in fact, together
are the typical offeref the Eleusinian worship, where it acquires some mysterious
meanings in the framewor of t he palingenic an renovati
The importance attributed, in the funerary rituals, to the fig and to the wheat,
both gifts by Demeter, is reaffirmed by the finding, in a cremation tomb of the Western
necropolis ofHimera, of Redfigure craters(second quarter of thé"xenturyB.C)
decorated with the theme, important for the Attic tradition, of the departure of
Triptolemus(Picture9). The king ofEleusi who, according to the tradition, welcomed
Demeter when she was searching for her daughter Persegh@peesentereceiving
from theDeity the winged cart and the ear of wheat, offered to the humankind together
with the mysteries of the Deity. We can su
existence of some connections between this mythical traditiothergherf i g6s gi f t
thatto the Attic herdPhitaloby the same Deity. Moreover, t ndtsasuathe fact that
the scene was represented ooraer a container to pour the wine and a symbolic

84 MATTERNE, DERREUMAUX 2008, p. 108.

85 Sometimes it is &ilenuswho offers to Dionysus ghiale full of fruits, among which the fig tree
fruits, but it is not rare that the same Deity holds the containers full of offers of the same type (LIMC I,
p. 455, nn. 34846). About the burials iEraclea NAVA, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007, p. 113.

86 About theMefite sanctuary: ADAMESTEANU, HELMTRAUT 1992, p. 60, ta)XI. About the
sanctuary inrContrada Perulla SICILIANO 1993, p. 135, tav. 57. Abodimmari NAVA, OSANNA,

DE FAVERI 2007, p. 133.

87 Erodotowrites that in the sacrifices to Isis, the Egyptians anditiabs used to fill the victims with

the dried fig tree fruits, while in the Temple Bfhain Menfi it is represented sycamore treeplace,
according to the tradition, of the Goddésstor, painted on a throne while she is feeding the deceased
people wih the fig fruits. NAVA, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007, pp. 11#15.

88 On the island, baskets of fig tree fruits were carried in a procession during the celebrations for
Dionysus, while his mask and the apotrogaiielluswe r e made iBEadempld®s wood.
89 In the traditions, from India to the Mediterranean see, it is the symbol of the saving knowledge, an
initiatory tool to the mysteries and symbol of resurrectibBadem pp. 112116. According to an
Athenian decree ofholargds demo$334-333 B.C.) the lastday of the Thesmophoria, after the
unearthing of the holy little pigs, some barley and wheat grains and dried fig tree fruits, together with
other sweets and cereals, were offered to Demeter. DETIENNE, VERNANT 1982, p. 135.
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element of thesymposiumand Dionysusjayed asgrave good of aich persor??

However, it is still not clear why this theme was included in a funerary caagexell

asthe social role of the deceased who probably belonged to the uppeactassing

to the rarity of this iconography. Thels@ds of picture, in fag are not so popular: the

scene, which can have a mysterious and saving interpretation, is present on other Attic

vases, whose distribution seems oriented according to some precise market requests. It

is rare in the Sicily and Magna Graecia am&n ifheret he Demet er 6s wor sh
in any cases, extremely popufar.

For this reportés goal, it is wuseful t O
context, reinforces the connection betweenThptolemusand thePhitaladd s my t h's
with the Demeter and iDnysus mysteriesvhich are both connected to a saving and
underworld dimensiarThis link can also be the key to interpret the deposition of some
votive vegetable offers in the funerary context like, for example,ads®ciations
between the fig trefuits and the grapes$ike in the case of the TT 39, 53, 91 and 155
burials of the necropolis iRetto di Nolio

If the comparison with the necropoleis of the Magna Graecia and Sicily did not
offer any important results about the presence of organic menoéfig tree fruits a
quick glance to the vegetable offers found in s@neeksanctuaries allows, instead,
to establish important linke understanthe ritual and the worship funerary dynamics.

Some dried fig tree fruits, in fact, were found burntha ceramic containers
and among tearthremaifsi at thedMessapian sanctuanQina- Monte
Papalucio(4"i 3 centuries B.C.), together with several other se8d30Qtotally),
fruits and floury doughs, all burnt. Among the findings, barleprfieun) for the
archaic phases and, for the following phases, some legumes (like the fiekY/lméan
faba ssp.minor), dried grape, pomegranatéunica granaturjy dried datesRhoenix
dactyliferg, olive tree and apple tredééalus). Among the tree species, the domestic
olive tree the holm oak Quercusilex), the mastic treeRistacig, the heatherHrica)
and the myrtleNlyrtus). The cults at the Messapian sanctuar@ira -Monte Papalucio
have achthonicand thesmophoric characteristic, as it is testified also by the offers of
pomegranate, grapes and broad beans and by the use of the fire, a purifying element
and the symbol of the change sihtusand transformation of the mai elements;
they were correctly attributed to the joint cult of Demeter and Persephone.

In the more strictiMagna Graeciaarea, some important indications come from
theHeroonof theContrada Petrullan Policoro-Eraclea(4th century B.C.), where the

90 Found fragmented on the bottarhthe cremation burial W6753 dlates tahe second quarter of the

5th century B.C., like all the other grave goods, for example a votive fictile statue, aglzael

lekythos four small jugs, a Corinthiaskyphosanapodallocal clay little cup, alobularlekythosand a
decorative element in bone. VASSALLO, VALENTINO, CHIOVARO 2018, pp.-495.

911't was supposed t hafoundtinSeily detorsgvona rimaismecendectedrtoaah e r s
educated Dyonisism and toree saving beliefs. The theme of the gift§tgptolemuss presented also

on some other few craters coming from the Sicilyéds
EtrurianCampanian market of the 5th century B.C.; the most important one é&sthh e s éof tlrer at e r
tomb 842 of the necropolis @ontrada Pezzinn Agrigento(second quarter of the 5th century B.C.)
where the Demeter subject of the A side is deeply connected to the one of the B side representing the
myth of Achilles and Memnon anin particular, the request to Zeus of immortality for the two heroes

by the mothers, interceding figures like Triptolemus with Demeter. On the Attiigweslekythosof

the necropolis of Gela (Painter Bficharides 490470 B.C.), instead, the mytf Triptolemus seems
connected with the one of Dionysus, perhaps because of the civilizing element transmitted by both. So,
the speckl ed ar anesprolmably atrdménd o thia gpécml band. We can say the same
about thecraterof the necropolis oPasso Marinaroin Camaring where the figure of the king is
combined to dancingatyrs DE CESARE 2014, pp.6205.

92 FIORENTINO 2008, pp. 97109.
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main carpological offers seem to be the fig tree fruits, the pomegranate and théyrapes.
In a similar way, at the SanctuaryMefitisin Macchia di RossanéRossano di Vaglio
(4" century B.C.), the carpological remainsifial are the fig tree fruits, the grapes, the
pomegranates, the almonds and the apfles.
In the Etruscan area, with the increasBigacus® s pr esence i n the
part of the Tyrrhenian Sea (half of the 5th century B.C.), the votive deposits within
artificial ducts (clay pipes andolii) stuck in the underground of the sanctuary of
Volterrabs acr opol i s dedi chthone@reek deities bemetarand h a s e,
Persephone have returned a high concentration of mineralized and charred remains of
fig fruits, but also grapes, hazelnuts, apples, dogwood seeds and®eeSailgarly, in
the area dedicated to the sachéhonicdeities in the votive deposit of the monumental
complex ofTarquiniawere found in fictile containers mineralized rests of fig fruits,
legumes (lentils, pea, field beans), grape seeds and poppy seeds, but also charred
remains of cereals (barley, spelt, whé&&ginally, burnt remains of dried fig tree fruits,
plums Pinuspined , dri ed grapes and olivebs pits an
walnuts (uglans regid were found near a fireplace in tl&erapeionC in Delos
dedicated to the Isis, to whom were dedicated some mysterious and savingrituals.
LinkedbytheEl eusi ni an tradition of palingene:s
tree fruits, seem to be deeply connected tocthits of Demeter and Persephone, but
also of Dionysus. This link is difficult to be understood but it is, in any cases, strictly
connected to the funerary environment and to the saving and eschatological
characteristics attributed to these deitfeSombined with the wheat, moreover, the fig
tree fruit is typical of the Eleusinian cult in which it appears onPthlathe,a sweet
made of figs and a holy initiatory food.
The second carpological remains which are statistically more detettahke
burials of the necropolis iRetto di Nolid® are the olives. Even if the most common
representations of this fruit and of its planthe Magna Graecia area mainly connected
to Athena, there are quite several records about it also in the funerary fratf&aak
i n the vases Gvithplive (sometimegs, evegotder)vamre sot rare in the
rich Apulian burials of the '8 century B.C. in the necropolis B. Maria del Cedro
cs®|t is rare, instead, to find some olive
possible, in fact, only in a secondary cremation of Baatanello necropolis in

93 MEIRANO 1996, p. 73.

94 Eademp. 74.

95 The remains were found in the fenced aredefftemple B, which was +auilt at the end of the 5th

century B.C.; the fictile ducts were used to convey to the subsoil the liquid offers and the natural products,

which were the results of the | andbds filitytility an
BONAMICI 2005, pp.110.

96 BAGNASCO GIANNI 2005, pp. 911.00; CHIESA 2005, pp. 16809; ROTTOLI 2005, pp. 11419.

In the framework of this research, it was also suggested an important parallelism with the plant remains

of theFortuna e Mater Matutaa nct uary in Rome: figbdbs seeds, grape s
and spelt seeds.

97 It is very interesting the fact thtte same offers were found in the sanctuary dedicated sty

in Pompei. MARINVAL 2008, pp. 133136.

98 DE CESARE 2008, p. 25.

99 CHIRASSI 1968, p. 61.

100Even if these estimations could distortedby some residual elements coming from the upper and

adjacent layers.

1011In the Etruscan area, for example, there are the most ancient representation irctaeetadif the

olive plant, used as a decorative element (Tomb of the Bulls and Tomb of the LeopBaidsuiimia i

end of the 6th century B.CNAVA, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007, p.87.

102Eadem pp.208209.

49
http://www.ferajournal.eu



Frankfurter elektronische Rundschau zur Altertumskunde 48 (2022)

Metaponto(beginning of the 8 cenury B.C.) where the remains were found btftht
and in a primary cremation of thd"4entury B.C. of the necropolis dhasosin
Greece'® Moreover, the analysis on the wooden samples of some primary cremations
in the necropolis irCampofrancca SantaFlavia nearSolunto(beginning of the 8
centuryB.C)), confirmed the use of olive wood, as fuel, but without distinction between
the wild and the domestic typ¥> The olive tree, in fact, presents some perfect
characteristics for these kinds of use hesesit is resistant, an exceptional fuel and it is
easy to find it in the Mediterranean area. All these things considered, other meanings
cannot be excluded. The plant has been considered since the beginning of the Greek
culture, as the symbol of thegvilizing action of he humankind and, for this reason, it
was holy to Athend® However, it is also a purifying plant, especially because of its
use in thecultual and funerary framework, as a scented essé€hdawith these
characteristics, it is present alsothe secalled flex sacr@  Sdlinunte(475450
B.C.), a sheet made in lead containitg trules for achthonic sacrifice and the
instructions for a purifying ritual which used to follow, probably, some mournful
events, in which the officiant was obliged to cover his head with a crown made with
olive branched®® However, in the funerarfjeld, it is not easy the htification of the
meanings attributed to the use of this plant; on the basis of the data that we have, it is
possible to consider the presence of th
branches put on the burial with a symbolic function,sSeme purposes connected to
the purification of the area or, more rarely, as a picture of compassion and victory.
However, the links with thehthonicframework are still not totally cleaf?®

It is in the religious sector that we can find, exactly like for the figs, the most
i mportant remains in terms of quantity
rural sanctuary oPantanelloin Metaponto(4th-3rd centuries B.C.) were connected
wit h the depositionds practices of some
Sanct uar y'9an thg comtrary, th the votive offers of the sanctuarQiia-
Monte Papaluciove can find the biggest number
those of th&erapeiorC in Delos both dedicated to sonsathonicdeitiest!! Also from
the bothroi of the Messapian sanctuary\taste-Piazza Danté4™" -3" centuries B.C.)
come some burnt r emai nsHoodéumay, speltdritipumt s ,
dicoccun), wheal {Triticum aestivurjyy pomegranate and grapes, but also lentil, oat and
rye; the analysis of the archaeoological remainsSus scrofan fetal and neonatal
status) from the same offers demonstrates the presence ofcktimeic worships,
probably those of Demeter and Persepltidhe

Another important fruit, not especially for the frequency with which it is found
(minor in comparison with the first two), but for the importance in terms of symbology
and meaning, is thgrapes.The grapevinegmpelo$ is, in fact, associated to the

103COLEMAN CARTER 1998, p. 120.

104MEGALOUDI, PAPADOPOULOS, SGOUROU 200, 936.

105NOT, VALENTI 2019, pp. 183188.

106 SCHICCHI, SPECIALE, AMATCet alii 2021, pp. 12.

107 According to Plutarco (Plutarchyc., 27 its leaves weresed to wrap the bodies of the deceased,
while according to Virgilio (Virgilio,Georg.,ll, 425) it is a symbol of purification and peace.
108 FRISONE 2008, pp. 11820.

109GARLAND 1985, pp. 139140.

110CARTER 1987, p. 181, fig. 257.

111 MARINVAL 2008, pp. 133136.

112 SOLINAS 2008, pp. 23243.
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worship of Dionysus and to itepresentation since the priassical age?, as it is
testified by the analysis of the vasesodo p
terracotta's figures:*

In the funerary framework it is not rare the discovery of some reproductions in
terracotta or in precious material of grapes, like in the female buriadgadpoli, in
the Southern necropolis d&raclea and in the burial number 955 ibavello in
conrection with the pomegranates, the fig tfagts and the fictilealmonds These
kinds of votive objects, like the leaf of grapevine in bronze and a bunch of grapes in
terracotta, coming from the sanctuary bfefite in Rossano di Vaglib*® are present
also in the holy areas. It is interesting to highlight that also in the necropBiettofdi
Nolio, in the child burial T 45 (second half of tH&&entury B.C.) were discovered two
g 01I16d en earrings wit hangpgrapeviieossuds deenthotursst e do ngsr &
11).

However, only in cremation burial of thé 4entury B.C. of the necropolis of
Thasosin Greece was it possible to find organic grapes or grape seeds, together with
the remains of pomegranate, garlic and wh¥agnd this proofs once again the
importance and the exceptional characteristic of the necropolis in Petto di Nolio.

In the holy famework, instead, the dried grapes and the grape seeds, both burnt
and in mineralized status can be considered among the most numerous carpological
offers; in fact, some charred grapes are present, together with other vegetable offers, in
the votive offes of the sanctuary i@ria- Monte Papalucialedicated to the cults of
Demeter and Persephone, like in BexapeiorC in Delos in the Messapian sanctuary
in VastePiazza Dantededicated to thehthonic worship, atHeroon of Contrada
Perullain Policoro, near theMefite sanctuary irRossano di Vagliat the acropolis of
Volterraand in the monumental complexTarquinia, both dedicated to sonsthonic
deities!!®

This widespread is probably justified by the fact that in the Mediterranean area,
the grapevine is the symbol of civilization and fertilityis associated to the cyclical
renewal of the life, the death, the-bigth and, the immortality, elements which are
present also in the mythology connecte®ionysus!®In the myth, in fact, he suffers,
diesanhback to | ife, |ike the natureds cycl es
to his adeptsMoreover,the mystery of the fermentation, has always attributed to the

113In Greece andtaly, the grapevine was present already in the 8th millennium B.C. The grapevine
was soon associated as holy plant to the worship of Dionysus@anahe end of the 7th century B.C.

its representation can be found on several votive objects, among which the fictile masks of the islands of
Naxos and Keos. The first representation in the Attic environment dates to the 580 B.C., when on the
deinosofSofloi s represented the Deity with | ong hair and ¢
classic age are well identified both the importance and the venerability of the grapevine, but also the
ambivalent power of the wine. NAVA, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 20Q¥,274278, 287.

114The representation of the grapevine and of Dionysus in the \Ritiakef theMannellaSanctuary

in Locri (first half of the 5th century B.C.), acquires a peculiar character for the connection with the
worship dedicated to Persephone; in fieax with Persephone and Dionysus, in faifte Deity
embellished with some vine shoots full of bunchaféers akantharosas a gift to Persephone on the
throne.PUGLIESE CARRATELLI 1996, p.700, n. 166, IV.

115NAVA, OSANNA DE FAVERI 2007, pp. 278, 285.

116 CASTRONUOVO, FRANCESCONI 2018, p.49

117Pira 11, Chryssogelos Farm, MEGALOUDI, PAPADOPULOS, SGOUROU 2007, ppR335
118BONAMICI 2005, pp. 110; BAGNASCO GIANNI 2005, pp. 9100; CHIESA 2005, pp. 16309.
119Born twice, first from the died mother Semaledthen, from the thigh of the father Zebg, descends

into the netherworld to set his mother free, so becoming a mediator among the two dim@isdorsis

Siculus 1ll, 63, 1; Apollodorus lll, 5, 1). The myths concerning the introduction o¥itfealture are

various and numerous in the entireec€ce, they often change from one region to the other, but they all
attribute its origins to the intervention of Dionysus.
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wine a holy character. For this reasons theverage is central in the libations and in the
worship connected to the Deitput also in funeral libation¥° In addition, the
grapevineds domestication attributes to the
played by Demeter through thetgif thewh eat : t he Deityo6s | esson
eliminate from their diet some wild elements, like the roots and the fruits, but also the
pure wine which was considered detrimental and typical of the barbarian populations.
These elements were substid by healthier products, symbol of a new civilizafith.
From this point of view, the already underlined link between the two deities, Demeter
and Dionysus, is reinforced even furthé&r.
And then, the almondsainygdalg, which come from some treextremely
common in the Mediterranean al€aThey represent a basic ingredient of the ancient
Greek culinary and bakery tradition and, for this reason, they were used to bake and
garnish some sweets which were then presented as religious offers. Bvey afé
completely absent as carpological organic offers, in the holy framework there are
several findings diictile almonds which can be recognized for their characteristic drop
shape and also for some thin grooves on the surface. Some clay almonfisuwere
in fact, at the Sanctuary Ifimmarie at theMefite sanctuary irRossano di Vaglidout
also inside a female chamber tomb of the 4th century B.Coimtrada Vecchia
(Agropoli- Posidonig.'**The presence of some orgsnic rerm
in the burials it is not infrequent in tiagna Graeciaarea, even if they are rare and
always found in primary cremations; in the Western necropoksipgionion (6th-4th
centures B.C)), for example, only a cremation female burial preserve the reroéins
burnt almonds and hazelntfs while in the necropolis irContrada Cardusadi
AbaikonTindari (4" -3 centuries B.C.) in several burials were found the remains of
burnt acorns, pine nuts, almonds YSnd hazel
According to an interpretation blaolo Orsj the presence of some burnt
almonds in two primary cremation bals in the Cangemiproperty in Medma?’
necropolis and in theucifero necropolis ofLocri'?® was exclusively connected to a
practical motivation,like feeding with their oil substances the funerary fiféne
practice is not excluded also for these buyibig this hypothesis isbstructed by the
conservation and thenett r uct ur al modi f i c¢c @dnsidermgtief t he f
probableh e at ors act i
If it is true thatit could represent an exceptioalso consideringhe small
number of the findings, but the presence in other contexts of some fictile reproductions
seem to orient the research towards less practical uses, more connected to the worship
framework. From this point of view, in fact, the fruit in the Greskld acquires a very
strong symbolic value; the almond tree is connected to one of the several tales of
metamorphosis of the Greek literature, like the oneeshophorandPhyllidesand of
her transformation in an almond tree after waitimgain for hisreturn (Ovidio, Her.|l,

120MEGALOUDI, PAPADOPULOS, SGOUROU 200p, 939.

121 NAVA, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007, pp. 27289.

122 0n the relationship of Dionysus with the funeral sphere and the cult of Demeter cf. also SALIBRA
2013, p. 175, note 53, DE CESARE 2007, ppl212123.

123 Unknown in Egypt, the almonds are reported in Crete, in the Aegean Islands and in Mesopotamia.
InKnossos he di scovered small fictile tablets,agive an a
basic ingredient for ointments and essenbi@s/A, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007, pp. 14243.

124BOTTINI, GRECO 1975, p. 263, fig. 32.

125D6 ANDREA 1988, pp. 765

126 BACCI, COPPOLINO 2019, pp. 796.

1270RSI 1917 a, pp. 338.

1280RSI 1917 b, pp. 10167.
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98 ss.). It is also connected to the birthAdfs, paredroof the chthonicDeity Cybele,
whose father was ans ¥l IM®h3)l dhs plant ix) theeefore,( Pa u s a n
associated again to the idea ofbigh andtransformation through the reaching of a
new status, as in the nature the al mondso
trees'?® A meaning which is in line with the presence of these carpological remains in
the funerary contexts, but which does poivide yet a general reconstruction of the
practiced rituals and worship.

Rare are the attestations of organic remains of almonds in the Greek sanctuaries,
among these are the charred almonds of the HblgeBtury B.C. area dflesseng
found togethewith pineconespine nuts, chestnutslives and grape berrié¥’

In this regard, we must underline that in the Classical age holy areas the
hazel nut sd r e ma t*heven & they domotrsee=m fo bespeeseat intthe
sanctuaries of the Magna Graecia #atic area. The hazelnuts are, then, present in the
cremation burials in the necropolis@bntrada Cardusaf AbaikorTindari, together
with almonds, acorns and pine siidt e and also in the Western necropolis of
Hipponion33On the contrary, in a cremation burial of the necropolReifo di Nolio
could be present some burnt niistthey could be an isolated and doubtful case.

To conclude this section, it is necessary to highlight that in the framework of the
chthonic sanctuaries of the Greek area, the vegetable votive offers included, often
combined also to the fruits described previously, also the cereals, the legumes, the
pomegranates and the applés.

Moreover, the deposition of some carpological offers, was probably part of the
holy rituals and ceremonies and it could also include some other tools. For example,
the kérnoscould be the container in tercatta used to presethe vegetable organic
offers in the framework of the holy ceremonies for Demeter and PersepPiohad
14).135
Moreover, food offerings were an integral part of funeral rituals, as can be seen from
literary sources, and only the suicidal dead wereuebed (Artemidoro®neirkrotika,

14 T). However, little is known about what types of foods were prepfi&bveral
depictions of bidders found in the votive warehouses of some sanctuaries of the Greek
and Magna Graecia Area, like the votive deposit of the SanctuaryMetafponto
dedicated to the joint worship of Demeter and Dionysus, have in their harkds &

129NAVA, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007, pp. 27289.

130MISGALOUDI 2005, pp. 329340.

131 SerapeiorC of Delos Island and votive warehouses of the chthonic sanctuakietténra and

Tarquinia Seeinfra.

132BACCI, COPPOLINO 2019, pp. 796.

133D6ANDREA 1988, pp. 765

134 Only these two botanic species are reproduced in several fictile representations coming from the
votive warehouses of the sanctuary BEMsdtaponto from some burials in the necropolis @bntrada
Crucinia (end of the ¥, beginning of the 4th cenB.C.)-and by the votive warehouse $trimbiain
Hipponiondedicated to the joint worship of Demeter and Dionysus (5th century. B.C.). MEIRANO 1996,
pp. 67122, SABBIONE 1996, pp. 15562. The pomegranate has Eastern origins and it acquires
religious meamgs connected to the death, rebirth, fertility and natural and season cycles. It is not
surprising, therefore, its association to Persephone and the underworld. Among the most important
archaeological records, those coming from the sanctua@ootrada Mannellain Locri Epizefiri

NAVA, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007, pp. 15867.

135The container was found for the first time in Eleasidthen, also irMetapontoand in the sanctuary

of San Biagioin Agrigentq it is described also bitheneum(Ath. 11, 52 (4761) = Polem. Hist. Frgt.

88) like a «fictile container on which a@ppliedseveral little vases» which, offered to the Eleusinian
deitiesDemeter and Persephone, included in every vase the main products of th® &IIRTO 1967,

p. 186.

136 MEGALOUDI, PAPADOPULOS, SGOUROU 200pp. 946941.
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a small round container with fruits and sweets, in particulaPymamiswith adough
of flour and honey, the typical offer of the sanctuaries dedicated to sbthenic
Deities'®” And then, some fragments pfnakeswith scenes of offerto Persepone
and Hades on the throne and some fragment$ackfigured lekythosvith scenes of
collection of holy fruits in presence of Persephone by young wontgoh come from
the votive warehouse &crimbiain Hippponionand from the sanctuary @ontrada
Mannellain Locri (Picturel4). They are precious records of this complex mix of rituals
and worship of which we only have the material rem&ifig/hat seems certain is that
the living did not use the same foods prepdi@dthe deceased for superstitious
reasons3®

In conclusion, if until now it has not been possible to connect to a ritual and
worship wider context the discovered carpological offers, at least we had the possibility
to carry out a serious analysis of thgths and the traditions connected to those fruits
and the plants which produced them. In fact, it is quite evident that in the framework of
the religious offers, the carpological ones play an important role to connect the offering
people with the deitiegs they seem to represent a sort of restitution to the Gods of the
original gifts connected to the grourd,fertility and tothe capacity of the humankind
to produce wealth and, therefore, a civilization based on it. The restitutionDeitfes
of these gifts seems to be almost a sort of gratitude gesture for a wealthy life which
would not exist without the divine interventioand which was necessary also for the
underworld. It is not a case that in the Greek tradition, the same Deities connected to
the flourishing of the nature and of the life, are also those in charge of organizing the
life in the underworld and taking caséthe communication with the living worlélso,
for this reason, the analyzed offers do not seem to be only interceding gifts in the
meanings of prosperity and civilization described here above. They also have saving
and mysterious meanings, mainly cented to the cycle of death andhieth of the
vegetable elements and, therefore, of the life and, for these reasmesfic
characteristics of Deities like Persephone, Demeter and DioHsTise carpological
offers, therefore, in this sensepresenthe human hope to defeat the death and, for
this reason, it is totally understandable their presence irchtt®nicand funerary
contexts in rituals connected to the life cycles and to the rebirth of the living
elements*In this regard, it imecessary to emphasize that the eschatological doctrines
related to the funeral sphere spread only from the end of the 6th century B.C., coexisting
in part \2/vith the previous beliefs that relegated the deceased mainly to the place of
burial 14

Conclusiorns

Even if not comprehensive, tlsudy highlights that the carpological offers are not
numerous in the necropoli the Magna Graecia and Sicily during the Classical age;

137MEIRANO 1996, pp. 67122.

138SABBIONE 1996, pp. 15862.

139MEGALOUDI, PAPADOPULOS, SGOUROU 2007, pp. 9881, GARLAND 1985, pp.3840.

140 For Dionysus see DE CESARE 2007, p-2Z2 On the connectiobetween the Deities of the
Underworld and those responsible for the prosperity of the Earth see: GARLAND 1985, pp. 152, 158.
141 Connected with the regenerative properties of the dead is an ambiguous statement by Hippocrates
for what "from the deadomes nourishment, growth and descent"; the same meaning has been attributed
to the use of celery as a votive offering. GARLAND 1985, p.4, 116.

142 GARLAND 1985, pp.118120. On the new meanings assumed by the grave goods from the 5th
century B.C., see VALENZ MELE 1991, pp. 163L.73.
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this is mainly due to the lack of the essential conservation conditiahgsasvegetable

offers seem to be preserved, in the funerary context, for the majority of the cases, in a
carbonaceous status in the primary cremations and only if not in contact with the funeral
pyreds fire.

For this reason, the necropolisétto di Ndilo, which had a high number of
primary cremations for the Greek age standards, represemnitsuanfor the analysi®f
these organic remains, which are preserved in a quite big number and in exceptional
conditions.

All the carpological remains, come fromrse closed and sealed contexts, in
direct contact with the remains of the deceasedcaieonized restand other votive
offers. For this reason and for the fact of preserving entirely their structure, they were
not considered as remains of ritual meals, las offers for the deceased or for the
i ntermedi ate Deities. The exception are ttF
conservation state does not allow to evaluate if the fruits were eaten before the
deposition or if the burning processes havaiglated thespi-carpalstructure.

All the analyzed remains, were preserved, evferaltered in color and
composition, despite the high acidity of the soil, because they underwent a slow process
of carbonization which allowed them to maintain their morpgict characteristics.

This made possible the botanic identification of the species simply observing
them and, in some cases, it was also possible to find the tracks of some drying processes
or some other processes which took place before the deposisrslow burning is
possible only by assuming the contact of the fruits with hot embers, but not burning,
compatible, therefore, with the narrow period between the extinguishing of the funeral
pyre and the covering of the same. This hypothesis, moresneances even more the
theory according to which several clgyave goods were placed in the burial a few
moments after the end of the fire, as it is demonstrated by the fact that they are not
completely burnt, but onlyarnishedon the surface in contact with the embers,
differently from thepottery which was found fragmented and completely burnt. These
potterieswere probably used for the libatiorehfai) and the ritual actions which took
place during or before the starting bétfuneral pyre.

The fruits offered belong to some species which can be found easily in the
Mediterranean are&icus carica, Vitis vinifera, Olea europaea, Prunus dulcis, Corylus
avellang and are notllochthonous expensive or specific. This is in liveith the
analysis on the grave goods and on the tom
until now it has not existed a strong link between the social position or the richness of
the deceased people and the presence of some specific vegetab|donffetHoth in
some tombs with precious grave goods and in tombs without fReensame can be
said for the distinction of sex and age, even if this dasunfluenced but the lack or
total absence of bone remains in the analyzed burials.

It is excludedhe hypothesis that these offers could be an expression of richness
of some elite groups for their deceased. The most interesting meaning seems to be
connected to the religious framework of the Western Greek world which, especially in
the Locrian area, deelops a stronghthonic characteristic. The presence of these
botanical remains also in the votive offers of the sanctuaries, consolidate the hypothesis
developed, further reinforcedy the analysis of the grave goods; it, in fact, presents,
some characteristics which let us suppose mainly a worship use, because of the strong
standardization of the shapes and for the almost exclusive presence of tools for the
symposium and the banquébr the presence of the miniature objects not usable for
ordinary activity and for the poor characteristics of the ornamental elements
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All thesefeaturesare supported also by the finding in the burials of several votive terra
cotta statues, to be inpFeted in some cases as pictures of Persephone for the presence
of a female figure on the throne and of the pomegranate held in a hand. Others could be
the representations of Demeter and Dionysus, painted as a male figurd”witrgen

hat

If it is not easy nor comprehensivattributing meanings to the vegetable offers
considering the actual situation of the research, it is also true that the data collected until
now allow to define a first and important series of hypothéise orient the
investigation towards the presence of codified rituals whose strict observance was,
probably, to guarantee the validity of the funeral ceremony, as well as the "survival" of
the deceased in the afterlife.

Most of the analyzed fruits seem txall some meangs connected to the idea
of the sacred; in fact, the analyzed carpological remains seem to be characteristic
elements of thgraeco moreand they are present in the Greek cultural and traditional
myths connected to the birth and the spread of the gm@alng and arboriculture by
some liminal and stronglghthonic Deities. It is possible to evaluate this religious
aspect as a distinctive element which is strongly underlined in the deposition of the
grave goods and of the considered votive offers; fitusipoint of view, the presence
also in a sacred context of the discovered speoiegd make shine the will to belong
to some traditions and beliefs extremely rooted and largely shared through which
everyone could be identified, process some dramatitagic events and leave a
memory.

The analyzed botanical remains belong to some species which present a strong
symbolic value in the myths and which accompany the human events of the main
chthonic Deities. They can all be interpreted as gifts with a iziviy and saving
meaningthe fig by Demeter, the grapevine by Dionysus, the olive tree by Athena, but
they are also the symbol of fertility and prosperity in life and a good omen for the
afterlife 143

In fact, the comparison with the offers found in thecuaries highlighted that
these fruits were characteristic and sacred for the liminal Deities who have a connection
with the underworld and play an intermediary role with it, ensuring the passage to the
statusof deceased.

The worship and the myths connected to Demeter, Persephone and Dionysus
have a strong link with the funerary framework, with the passage rituals (from the life
to the underworld, from being a virgin to beviie) and with the renewal and cyclical
charactestic of the life, symbolized by the death anébrgh of the vegetable elements.

In general, the fruits contain the idea of renewal arirte because they protect and
offer nourishment to the seeds and, therefore, to newft/@esidesthe examined

fruits are interested by the changes of state, in this case the combustionmetdiéh

their aspect and natural function in order to make them not usable for the everyday life
and, therefore, permanently destined to another dimension.

In the HomericHymn to Demeter, the most ancient literary source about this
Deity and about the ritual of the Eleusinian Mysteries example, it is told that the
Deity before going back to the Olympus after she found her daughter, W&RUEE,
in the Attic region,making the nature flourish again and teaching to the princes
Triptolemus,Diocle and Celeo her mysteries as a fundamental mean to reach the
happiness in the underwortf.

143VON ELES 2005, p. 33.
144NAVA, OSANNA, DE FAVERI 2007, p. 157.
145MILANESIO MACRI 2014, p. 316; for the Homerldymns: CASSOLA 1991.

56
http://www.ferajournal.eu



Frankfurter elektronische Rundschau zur Altertumskunde 48 (2022)

It is very interesting, from this point of view, also the connection with the Penseph
Locrianreligion, reconstructed starting from the findings in the sanctuar€swtrada
MannellaandParapezzan Locri: Persephone, as an indulgent hestDeity, welcomes

the souls of the deceased people who fly towards the underworlérsides the
passage to the Bl e besalepts.Heradegtdavoidsir tlisnvdys onl y
the reincarnation cycles and the vain wandering of the souls without méthdhe

joint worship of Demeter and Persephone is present al8l@éma a Locrian colony

since its foundation, as it is testified by the findings of the votive offering in Calderazzo,

and it represents a characteristic element of thgioslty of the Greek colon#’

It is interesting also highlighting that these beliefs and mestare more
common in the Western Greek areas, both in the sanctuaries and in the funerary
contexts, mainly starting from the 5th century B.C., when it started the expansion of the
Athenianrule in the Mediterranean ar&&. There was then a development in the Italic
area during the entire Hellenistic age, till the first Roman age, with the worship of Ceres
and Isis. The mythological traditions connected to Demeter and Dionysus have a strong
link with the Attic area, but is certainly too early to presume a direct influence on the
religious characteristics of the colonial world for the full Classic age. Moreover, the 5th
century B.C., is also the period of thestart and widespread in the funerary Greek
framework of the iemation practice, an alternative to the more common inhumation;
it is not possible to say at the moment for the lack of archaeological data and available
information sourcesf this can represents the clue of the introduction of different
religious belie§ and mysterious practices specifically thought for a community of
adepts, like, for example, the orphic onemnmon in the neddipponionfrom the5th
cent.B.C.1%.

In conclusion, from this analysis, possible t@xplain the potential interest of
this kind of approach to the issue of the ritual offers and of their meanings in the
framework of the funerary archaeology of the Western Greek d&hesan the
necropoleis of thidagna Graeciand Sicily,comefew and nothomogeneoudetails
in order to organize a correct comparison with the funerary and wdiekipwhich is
extremely difficult to be reconstructed. It is vdrgrd in this phase of the research, to
draft a detailed description of the worshignd rituals of the burials Petto di Nolig
but it is also true that the analysis carried out on the grave goods, on the fictile pictures
and, especially, on the possible meanings of the carpological offers, let us believe that
the joint worship of Demter, Persephone and Dionysus in tlebithonicand saving
aspects, played a nsecondary role in the funerary rituals and beliethie necropolis
in Medma

146 COSTABILE 1996, p. 22.

147PAOLETTI 1996, p.96.

148VASSALLO, VALENTINO, CHIOVARO 2018, p.496.

149Cfr. PUGLIESE CARRATELLI 2001; VERZI BORGESE 1971, pp.4414.
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Burials

T39 South area,
primary single
cremation,
second halbf the
5th century B.C.

T42 South area,
single inhumation
in flat-roof tiles
chest
seconchalf of the
5th century B.C.

T53 South area,
primary single
cremation
first half of the4th
century B.C.

T66 South area,
secondary female
cremation with
possible worship
area,
first half of the4th
century B.C.

T68 South area,
primary single
cremationwith

edgesn raw clay,

first half of the4th
century

T91 South area,
primarysingle
cremation,
last decadesf the
5th- beginning 4th
century B.C.

T100 North area,
primary single
cremation,
second halbf the
5th century B.C.

T119 North area,
inhumation in flat-
roof tiles chest
second halbf the
5th century B.C.

T126 North area,
primary single

cremation, second

half of the 5th
cent. B.C.

Grave goods and internal offers External offers

Fragments of unburnt pat iocal

No internal grave goods, remainsfigf tree
clay.

fruits and olives

Fragmented votive statue on thron
banquet and cooking pottery,
fragments oblackglazedoil lamp,
olive pits.

Amphora

Cooking pottery in local clay, blaefflazed  Fragnented banquet potteanburnt,

banquet pottery, blaeglazed and miniature unburntaskosin local clay,
local clayoil lamp, fragmente@mphoriskosn amphoriskosn glass paste,
glass paste, fragmented mirror in bronze, fragmented unburnt little cup in loci
fragmented vase in glass negapes dried fig clay, blackglazedskyphos, iron
tree fruit, oli clamp and nail.

Black-glazed banquet pottery, unburnt and Banquet and cooking pottery in loc.
burnt miniature local clay pottery, blagazed clay partially burntbanquet black
oil lamp, blackglazed banquet pottery pierce  glazed pottery, blacglazedoil
and fragmentedlackglazedliekane fig tree lamp,lekanewith the lid, female

fruits and not recognizable organic naterial votive statue on the throne with a
pomegranate, head of a votive ma

statue.
Black-glazed banquet pottery, unburnt and bu No external offer
miniature local clay pottery, blaeiazedoil
lamp, dried fig tree fruits.

Black-glazed banquet pottery, unburnt and bu No external offer

miniature local clay potteryfragments of
bronze sheefig tree fruits, grapes and
hazelnuts?

Fragments ofed-figures pottery,
banquet blaciglazedpottery
fragmented.

(Compromised by clandestine excavatjons
Black-glazed banquet burnt and unburnt potte
olives and almonds

Fragmenunburnt potteryn local

Black-glazed banquet pottery
clay, olives.

Banquet pottery in local claplack-glazed oil Olives

lamppartially burnt, fragment of a bronze she
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Burials Grave goods and internal offers External offers
T128=150 North Banquet pottery in local clapjackglazed oil  Fragment ofi female fictile statue,
area, primary lamp partially burnt,black-glazed oil lamp fragmented redigures pottery,

single cremation, fragments in bronze sheet. banquet blaclglazed pottery,
half of the 5th banquet pottery in local clay, burr
century B.C. cooking potteryplives

T154 North area, No gravegoods Olives

inhumation in flat-
roof tiles chest

second halbf the
5th century B.C.

T155 North area, Banquet pottery in local clay, blackazed No external offer
primary single banquet pottery, fragments of amphdigtree
cremation with fruits and grapes

edgesin raw clay,
second halfof the
5th century B.C.

T203 North area, Tool in iron, blackglazed oil lamp, banquet No external offer
primary single pottery in locaklay,
cremation, fig tree fruits
5th century B.C.
T215 North area, = Banquet blaclglazed potterystack of organic No external offer
cremation or not identified material.

worship area,
half of the 5th

century B.C.
T228 North area, Banquet pottery in local clay partially burnt, No external offer
primary single banquet blaciglazed pottery burnt, blaek
cremation, second glazed oil lamp, tsick of organic not identified
half of the 5th material.
century B.C.

Summary chart of the burials with carpological offers, comparison among location, funerary
rite, dating,fictile grave goodsn or out of the tomb.
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Pictures

|
1 %

ROSARNO CANTIERE ASI |

LOCALITA' PETTO DI NOLIO |
CAMPAGNA SCAVI 2005-2007)
=

Picture 1 Archaeological map of Rosarrand its territory with the indication of the area of Petto di

Nolio and the other necropoleis (base IGM f. 246 NO, «Rosarno», sez. 1959; SCHMIEDT 1981, fig. 8);
detailed map of the excavati @QOOFodr aad(MéEdnthiceMda oA
fibottomo (B) area of the identified burials (CASTRC
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Picture 2.Primary cremations; from the top, burial T 203 primary cremation, second half of the 5th
century B.C., T 53 primary <c¢cremati on, first hal f 4
cantiere ASI lll lotto, 2002 0 0 7 o , E MI G V\H.ARBcarRtruRCpicture of a funerary pyre

(VASSALLO, VALENTINO, CHIOVARO 2018, p. 491, fig. 2. Picture provided by NH@onal

Archaeological Museum in Reggio Calabria).
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